
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

IAH large 2010 19,351,502 19,351,502 19,351,502

IAH large 2011 19,491,854 19,491,854 19,491,854

IAH large 2012 19,152,892 19,152,892 19,152,892

IAH large 2013 18,821,428 18,821,428 18,821,428

IAH large 2014 19,493,160 19,493,160 19,493,160

IAH large 2015 20,346,164 20,346,164 20,346,164

IAH large 2016 20,381,016 20,381,016 20,381,016

IAH large 2017 19,556,778 19,556,778 19,556,778

IAH large 2018 20,832,434 20,832,434 20,832,434

IAH large 2019e 21,745,550 22,397,238 21,248,744

IAH large 2020 22,483,412 24,136,426 20,897,374

IAH large 2021 23,068,302 24,920,914 20,821,410

IAH large 2022 23,635,148 26,055,888 21,004,212

IAH large 2023 24,189,156 27,176,864 21,191,118

IAH large 2024 24,734,904 27,852,572 21,396,402

IAH large 2025 25,298,780 28,814,062 21,653,442

IAH large 2026 25,881,846 29,823,410 21,936,506

IAH large 2027 26,488,368 30,888,964 22,209,074

IAH large 2028 27,128,990 31,980,658 22,490,576

IAH large 2029 27,784,872 33,179,970 22,785,750

IAH large 2030 28,460,900 34,367,224 23,059,480

IAH large 2031 29,161,234 35,463,280 23,288,410

IAH large 2032 29,875,472 36,520,452 23,556,952

IAH large 2033 30,593,720 37,593,444 23,840,742

IAH large 2034 31,315,468 38,665,856 24,094,544

IAH large 2035 32,046,292 39,713,080 24,313,226

IAH large 2036 32,792,696 40,716,860 24,512,240

IAH large 2037 33,535,224 41,737,964 24,700,834

IAH large 2038 34,274,260 42,785,452 24,888,700

IAH large 2039 35,017,736 43,843,864 25,088,128

IAH large 2040 35,775,024 44,922,016 25,294,444

IAH large 2041 36,540,156 45,935,688 25,492,724

IAH large 2042 37,320,720 46,926,100 25,688,124

IAH large 2043 38,114,252 47,940,204 25,882,700

IAH large 2044 38,923,208 48,939,576 26,069,754

IAH large 2045 39,751,784 49,919,328 26,250,544
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

IAH large 2010 531,537 531,537 531,537

IAH large 2011 532,121 532,121 532,121

IAH large 2012 517,405 517,405 517,405

IAH large 2013 503,937 503,937 503,937

IAH large 2014 503,902 503,902 503,902

IAH large 2015 507,534 507,534 507,534

IAH large 2016 479,778 479,778 479,778

IAH large 2017 452,158 452,158 452,158

IAH large 2018 462,645 462,645 462,645

IAH large 2019 474,155 474,155 474,155

IAH large 2020 490,804 506,703 478,312

IAH large 2021 491,154 528,347 455,617

IAH large 2022 483,297 522,751 435,691

IAH large 2023 469,666 518,114 417,118

IAH large 2024 473,119 531,736 414,378

IAH large 2025 482,846 543,477 417,840

IAH large 2026 492,930 560,768 422,377

IAH large 2027 503,440 578,962 427,552

IAH large 2028 514,581 598,471 432,657

IAH large 2029 526,002 618,048 437,610

IAH large 2030 537,797 639,845 442,891

IAH large 2031 550,031 661,712 447,556

IAH large 2032 562,507 681,297 451,383

IAH large 2033 575,056 699,880 455,838

IAH large 2034 587,670 718,740 460,582

IAH large 2035 600,457 737,708 464,829

IAH large 2036 613,528 756,369 468,397

IAH large 2037 626,527 773,642 471,380

IAH large 2038 639,455 791,253 474,157

IAH large 2039 652,463 809,551 477,035

IAH large 2040 665,725 828,259 480,261

IAH large 2041 679,118 847,177 483,486

IAH large 2042 692,796 864,988 486,693

IAH large 2043 706,709 882,246 489,807

IAH large 2044 720,898 899,984 492,930

IAH large 2045 735,449 917,509 495,962
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